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WUKLD-WIDE PLOT
FOR OVERTHROW

T. W. WM Bolshcviki and
Irish Agitators Believed
United Into League.

GUNS AND MUNITIONS
ON RUSSIAN VESSEL

Officials Think Arms Found in
Cargo Were Intended for

Use in America.

V* ** K ACTION IS I' I- A N N K I)

If Danger Threatons Country, Agents
\rt* Prepared to Art Quickly

Against Kncmy.

rny Associated Prr . )
WASHINGTON. I ember J.". .lCvi-

denee has been uncovered iiy gr>vern-
»i < nt agents indicating that American
Industrial Workers of th>: World, I'.un-
sian liolHheviki. Irish agitators and
revolutionists In various countries at
war with Germany may be tee kins to
lay the foundation of an elaborate
world-wide i»lan to overthrow existing
social orders.
This was admitted by of!ieials to¬

day in connection with the news of the
discovery of a quantity of riT.es and
revolvers in the Russian freighter
Shllka. which has jurt arrived at a
Pacific port, manned by a mutinous
liolshevik crew. Government agouti
suspect that the tuns and munitions
were intended for the Industrial Work¬
ers of the World in this country, al¬
though u was said a full report 0:1 the
mysterious cargo has not yet been for¬
warded l>y officials at the port 'if ar¬
rival.

The Shllka incident u only one of
many < ases leading o/Veiais to believe
..til- connections between plotters 111
several of the allied countries may be
more tangible than the indefinite link

< f mora! sympathy. 1'ertain Irish agi¬
tator^ and Industrial Workers of the
World b ad'-rs reccntl; l.avc gone from
the ! :iited States to itu^sia, after be¬
ing i" close toucli v- ith each other
here. and reports have been received
that liolshevik organizers would «me
to Amen. .1 before long to spread their
doctrine ot direct action for communal
. . t ion

No objection be raised by the
government to an;, agitation which
dues not interfere with the progress
.1 tlie war. olliciala d. lare. Ollicials
do 1.-it intend to use the war exigencies

an . * u.-ij f..r suppressing free
. except in si; lar ,t ;..ads to

harnp' ring the government in the: tight
111 tin. .ci.t.al pow r.>. This basis

ol judgment, however, is recognized as
rtai. and will pe:nut drastic action

¦igHi.-uri f.'u ..-ii agents w hose conduct
directly e»r indirectly f-.-sters (itrinany't
w ir aims.
\\ II.f. I \ l\ i; >\\ 11 1' \( I lit \

if i).\\«.i:it 'i h 111:a t 1 :ns
A.ti"ii w;ll !n particularly swift, of-

i < iai say, when armed resistance to
ti law ;s thrcati ned. and when other
i.tterial !¦ rci ai- employed bv t li

ac :t itors. Customs inspection v ill
e|-ve to prevent importation of arms,
ml t).e «¦ lose supervision ot crews of

..looming and ouigoiug vessels :s ex¬
creted to make impossible the trafli-
of cominunicattons on .1 large sc-le in-
tended to foster revolutionary activity,
dovei iinicnt agents «-.i:i trace remit¬
tances of money and keep .* watchful
<¦_ i.-u suspicious expenditures. 1-x-
01 ts of money are governeei so strlct-

ly by th'1 .,e'ver.tmcnl that oflicials are
ertain that the chance of American
naming i f revolutions in other eoun*

11 ics is slight.
Although prosecution e.f I W. W. i

ladcr. ha been vigorous, officials have
evidence which they claim shows that
trie menace of this organization, he-
licvcd to tie supported largely by <»er-,
man money, remains strong. Further
action again t the agitators is fore-j
.1st. Tills will be hastened if it is1
found that the band is working with
Km-siaii Itolshevik leaders to bring
about a premature peace in Germany's
interest, or t. . hamper America at home, j
KNtrenie care is being taken by this

government to avoid antagonizing the
I'.olslieviK movement in Itussia, despite
the international irritations it lias
caused. American ollieials do not care
to appear to resist the development of
democratic ideals, even if it assumes'
the form f*( extreme and chaotic se>-
eialism represented in Itussia under
the new regime. 111 line with Ibis
policy, it is explained, preparations for
dealing with the encroachment of Ltol-
shevikism on America is not for po-
lit leal reasons, but only to insure ma¬

terial safely and to promote moral
unity of this! nation in the war.

SURRENDERS GOVERNORSHIP
I h 11111111 I*. Cnmpliell Tnrni Over K.*-

priiliimhlp of Ari/.onn I 11on Man¬
date of Supreme t onrf.

| |ty Associated Press. |
I. 1 IOKNIN, A MY... December 20..

Tliomas 1:1. Campbell turned over the
governorship tif Arizona to Governor;
I hint, to-day In obedience to the man¬
date of the Supreme I'ourl of the Slate,
which found that Governor Hunt was

the legally elected Governor 'by a plu-
rality of forty-three voles.
The ceremony v as without feature.

Hunt's tir.-t oflicial act was to tender
r.nnpbell a place on the. State Tax
i-oiumis?ion. Mr. Campbell declined.

Mlisf Turn Out I.lght*.
WASHINGTON, December "a..The

proprietors of several hotels here have
posted notices advising guests that all
lights must be turned out after mid¬
night, under penalty of having their
rooms cunccled.

I

Germany Aimed At
in Secret Treaty

TOIOO, Ileeember -5 Mot the
I lilted .Stnlm, l»ut lifrmonjr, In the
.'third country*' referred to la the
*ecrrl lliinno-.lnpaiicne treaty con-
rinded In July, IIIIO, and made public
lanl »\rek by the Ilolahevlki cutrrn-
meot.
A ntatement to thla effect naa

mnde by) the .Inpanrst l-'orelen OlDcf
lo-dny. Japnn, It nan explained,
»!'«< wllh Indifference the "eipoif"
of the treaty. i orreapondcnta were

gi\cn to undrnland that no rcanon In
keen hy the l-'orclj;n Office \^hy na
om<. InI explanation nhould be made
by Jnpan. .Nor h*h there any rea¬
son, ofUclala added, for concern ulth
regard to the friendly relulloun be-
tween' Jnpn n and her nlllea.
Doubt mm riprrtned in official

circle* whether the \\ anh 1 n g t <> o

Kovernment woulil c.iprrns any dr-
nlre for an explnnnllon on the part
of Japnn. The treaty. It wan ua-

nerted, doea not In any way Interfere
with American or llrltinh Interests
in ( liina, nor do offlclula look for any
protest from that country. The
treaty, they added, waa practically
the name aort of iniderntnndinc an
that of the Aniiln-Jnpanenc alliance.

MEXICANS CROSS BORDER
10 ENGAGE 0. S. TROOPS

.. \

Cavalry an»l Rangers Reported Rat¬
tling With Rear Guard of In¬

vaders La.>>t .Night.
It* * IJ AXU 1I.WG MAIL CARRIER

Rundits liold L'p Stage, Raid Texas
Town and Rob Store.Relieved to
Me a Part of Chico Cano's Rand
of Cattle Thieves.

r By A?iO'. la'.eu freaj l
\Al.W.\TIXi;, TK.V. Dccein t<c ;¦ 1..

M' 'I who brought the body of Michey
Welch. ;t L'nited Stales mail carrier,
who was hanged by Mexican bandits
at Candelaria, Tex., early to-day, re¬
ported that American troops arid the
roar zur.rd of the Mexican bandits vrern
lighting to-night in the vicinity of
< 'andelarla.
The men, who arrived in an automo¬

bile from the river front a*. Candelaria,
al.:o reported that two Arncrican-
Mexicans who were riding with Welch

the mail Hage were killod. They
had been reported misaing all day. An
American employed in the I,, c. Rrite
i-'orc. which was looted at Candelaria
by the bandits, was thot, but will re-
I'jvcr, they ha id.

mam. j-tam: iiici.ij i p
AMI RltlYKIt IS II L'.N'G

flty ,at»U Prea>Jl.',j I'ASn, TKXAS, December 25..
Michey Welch. .«n American, driver of
a mail ."-Ugr, was hanged and his throat
cut early to-day by Mexicans who
cros.cd the lir.c, raided the border
town of Candelaria and held up the
mall stage. After killing the driver
the raiders looted the mail sacks. The
body of Welch was taken to Valentine,
Hexas. according to n telegram re¬
ceived here to-night. Two Mexicans,
passengers in the mail stage, were
reported to have been shot.
I'uiUd States cavalry. Toxa? rangers

and ' nited Stales post-oflice inspectors
are on the trail of the bandits, who
wore believed to have doubled back to
Mexico. Cavalry detachments were dis-
patchd from Valentine. Marfa and other
outpost points.
The raiders, believed to be a part

of Chico Cano's band of cattle thieve?.
<*! ossed the Rio Grande at sunrise near
Candelaria. eighteen miles southeast of
Valentine. Texas. They entered the
store of L, «'. Krite, a wealthy mer¬
chant and rancher in the Hig Rend dis¬
trict. taking supplies and driving off
valuable saddle stock.
The bandits, all mounted, then swept

in a semi-circle northwest from Can¬
delaria. overtaking the automobile mail
stage. which was leaving -Candelaria
for Valentine to bring back the Christ¬
mas mail.
Welch was fired upon as he attempt¬

ed to escape. 11c was overtaken, or¬
dered from the stage and hanged, ac¬
cording to the report received here.

CARDINAL DISCUSSES PEACE
t'alln I pon Central I'«wer« for State¬

ment of Alma nnd (ienerooa t on-
nidcration by Americana,

( By Associated Pre.sslRAl/ITMORK, December "5..Cardi¬
nal Gibbons, responding lo an inquiry
to-day as to what he believed the most
essential thing to be done to win the
war, issued a statement in which he
said:

"I believe that the best way to end
the war early in the coming year fa
for the central powers to make a deh-
nite proposition, and one that will cm-
brace ail their aims and demands.
"On the part of the l'nited States, I

believe that the best governmental ac-|
tion would be for the. oflicial:i lo put
themselves in a receptive mood for the.
generous consideration of any pcaee;
offer that might come from the central!
powers.

"I think that all Americans should
put themselves in a position to sym-
pathetically receive and consider any
offer embodying fundamental conces-
sions that would commend themselves,
to the allies, and to ponder over these
propositions in a dispassionate and)
broad-minded way."

Minn Ynndcrbltt aa Santa Cliiua,
N10WPORT, It. I., December !2S.. I?I-

sic French Vandcrbilt played *anta
(Talis lo many poor families It-day,
presenting groceries and coal for
Christmas gifts. Children of all ollicers
and enlisted men about Newpo.t wera
entertained this afternoon at a Christ¬
mas tree festival rriven by enlisted men
at the naval training station.

I HOOVER RECITAL
IS MADE PUBLIC

Statement Concerning Sugar
Shortage Issued From the

White House.

STRICT ECONOMY NECESSARY

American Gluttony Must Be
Curbed or Country's War Ef¬

forts Will Suffer Harm.

' Hv A' «oclat<d Pr*s.*. JWASHINGTON, I'ecembor L'j..Food
Administrator Hoover's statement on
the sugar situation, which he tried un¬

successfully to get before the Senate
committee in ve.stlgating the srucar
shortage. was made public to-night at
the White House. It attributes the
shortage here to the heavy movement
of sugar from the Western Hem¬
isphere to Europe. and asserts that
without the fixing of prices by agree¬
ment sugar would have been selling
for 25 or 30 cents a pound, and more
than J-00,000.000 probably would have
been profiteered from the American
people by this time.
The statement contains the food ad¬

ministrator'- reply to charges marie be¬
fore the committee by Olaus Kpreckels,
president of the Federal Refining Com¬
pany. that th* sugar situation was
mismanaged, and sets forth in detail the
administration's efforts to keep sugar
prices down while supplying larg;
quantities to the allies.
The committee, of which Senator

Heed is chairman, not only had refused
to make the statement a part of the
Congressional Record, but ha-? declined
thU3 far to permit Hoover to take the
stand to answer Kpreckels's charges.
When the hearing Is resumed Friday,
however, it i.s understood. Mr. Hoover
will be permitted to tell his story.
At the outset, the statement presents

the world situation as it existed prior
to the European wir. The allies then
produced much of their own supplies
and purchased the remainder from
Germany. Eefore the war they took
only ."00.000 ton1; annually from the
Western Hemisphere. This year they
have taken 1.400,000 tons.
"That," says the food administra¬

tor, "is the cause of the sugar short¬
age. and nothing else."
handled with idea of

MAINTAINING Sll.AR MURALK
The statement says the food admin-

is'.ration has handled the situation
with a view of sustaining the morale
of France and England, where the
sugar ration has been extremely low
lor months, and at the same time pre¬
venting a jump in price to -0 or -5
cents here.

Since the food administration was
¦ reared, in August, the United .States
has exported to the allies 110,30ti tons
of reiined sugar, and in the same
period Cuba has shipped to Europe
310.1 titons of raw product. This, it
is declared, is just the amount of the
shortage in the United States.
Even with these shipments. It is

pointed out. the supply in England and
France has been inadequate. Consump¬
tion in England is twenty-four pounds
a year for each person; in France four¬
teen. again.-.', .i consumption in America
ol fifty-rive pounds.
The shortage, the. food administrator

declares, will continue during next
year, as it is the duty of the United
States to continue to feed the allies.
Next year, the statement says. Amer¬
ican supplies will be short l'T.0.000 to
300.000 tons unless the allies go to Java
for supplies, which would require an
extra amount of shipping sufficient to'
transport K.0.000 or 200,000 American
soldiers to France.

"If statements that there will be an
abundance of sugar next year arc be¬
lieved by the American public," the
statement says, "it will do this coun¬
try's war efforts incalculable harm. The
number of troops we can send across
is limited. If we. in our greed and
gluttony, force the allies either to re¬
duce their ration or to go to remote
markets after sugar, we will have dona
tremendous damage to our abilities to
win the war."
IRONIES .STOCKS REMAIN

I VMOVI'.I) IN COUNTRYjCharges that the food administration
has permitted sugar stocks to remain
in parts of the country unmoved are
denied, as are statemtnts that sugar
was left in Cuba while an effort was
made to beat down Cuban prices.
As to the fixing of sugar prices the

foo«l administration has this to say:
"In order to prevent profiteering out

of the situation, the food administra¬
tion considered strong action was nec¬
essary, and imposed a maximum profit
on refiners and wholesalers. The re-
liners' margin was $1.84 per hundred
the nine months before the food ad¬
ministration came into existence; it
was reduced to $1.30, and a saving of

(Continued on Second I'age.)

FORCES IN PRANCE
CABLE GREETINGS

Christmas Message Renews
Their Pledges of Devotion to

Cause of Democracy.

NATION'S HEART WITH THEM

Shadow of Great War Is Over
Yuletide Celebrations All

Over United States.

t Hi- AtU.l Pr<»^ 1
WASHINGTON L'<*ceinbcr U~>..Ile-

pewnd pledges of «!'-votion to the cause
of democracy inm all ranks »>f the
American expeditionary forces in
France wit" Rive. ,;i .t Christinas mes-
>iiS': from Coil"! il Pershing t-j tli"
< hief-of-stafl" of the army. The cable¬
gram. made public to-night by the War
lJe partme tit. said;
"Please ex ten'! to the President and

the Secretary .' War holiday greet¬
ings and best ie?, t or success o* our
arms during the coining year, and con¬
voy to thein. fioin all ranks of t!ie
American expeditionary forces in
France, renewed pledges of de\ oiion to
our sacred cause.

"Likewise, express our greetings to
our comrades at home, coupled with
tull confidence in the patriotism, cour¬

age and devotion to the flag."
General Bliss, ch '-t'-of-rstaff, sei t this

message in reply
"The President and Secretary of War

send to you and to the American arrny
in Franco the most cordial greeting
and good wishes for this Christmas
season from the people of the United
States. Your comrades in arms in
every camp ar.d cantonment send you
greetings. From every home to-day
goes a prayer for the v. clfare and suc¬
cess of our troops in France, and per¬
sonally for that of every man ot' them.
The nation reposes in you and them
its lull confidence that in Cod's good
time, and with <J«jO blessing, its t: oops
in France, side by side with their gal¬
lant allies, will bring victory and abid¬
ing peace to all the world."

STKICTKV FAMILY
WHITi: HOl'Sr « HIMSTMAS

, WASHINGTON, December -5.. It was
a strictly family Christmas at the
White House, as in every other home
in the land to-day. Lowering, rainy
weather kept the President and Mrs.
Wilson from church in the morning,
and from till golf they had planned
for the afternoon. Early in the morn¬
ing the family gathered around a big
Christmas tree to see the two little
Sayre children open their Christmas
packages. In the afternoon they were
Joined by little Eleanor McAdoo, the
President's other grandchild, and the
new toys were tried out on the polished
floors of the White House. To-day the
children !iad the run of every room,
and they made the most of it.
Yesterday Mrs Wilson distributed the

annual Christina.- presents to the chil¬
dren who live a Ion c the road to the
President's jolf club. Seventy-five
youngsters were made happy by the/e
remembrances. Kvery one of the 1 j
attaches and employees of the White
House, from He retary Tumulty down,
got a turkey as the personal gift of the
President.-
To-night there was a family dinner.

The part} 1: itlivl the President and
Mrs. Wilson, secretary of the Treasury
and Mrs. McAdoo, Joseph Wilson, the
President's brother, and his family,
from Baltimore, and Mr. and Mrs.
Francis Bones Sayre. son-in-law and
daughter of the President.

new voni\ »i:i.i:nnatu.«
FIRST WAIl run 1ST >1A s

n. \vsoc in t Pr^5«. JNI5W V'.dSK, December L'ij..New
York City' first Christmas since Amer¬
ica entered the war, while lacking none
of the charitable events that heretofore
had characterized the city's efforts to
make the day merry for the poor, was
marked by a solemnity beiitting the
nation's part in the world struggle.
There \\ ts a noticeable absence or
gavety . nong the city's population,
althou? at the behest of Judge John
F. H y :.t n. who soon is to become
Mayor. n effort war made to make
the daj as joyous as possible for the
children.

Menu- were arranged with a view to
eliminating unnecessary waste, and.
for i>. '. most part, the gift-giving and
leas'ing served to emphasize the peo¬
ple. realization that major effort must
be centered on the war.

. .i've drab and blue, worn by the
:o''lI'-rs and sailors plentifully mingled
\» h street throngs, gave a military
aspect to the day. A dri/./.ling rain
ft)! during part of the forenoon, but
!h:s was foon succeeded by a raw, chili
wind, but this did not keep crowds
from the streets. The tkies were over¬
cast throughout the day.
Soldiers and sailors |rd in the festiv¬

ities. approximately IS.imi) of them hav-
(Contiiiued «mi Fourth Page.)

Looking at Private "Ginger" Through
Barbed Wire on the Western War Front

This is the title of the sixth slorv in the scries which Sergeant Arthur CJuy Empey is
writing for The Times-Dispatch. In it he will tell how a man came through the melting pot
of the trenches. Those readers of this paper who have been following the Empey stories do

| not need to be told that this soldier, returned from seventeen months of active service on the
battle fields of France, is bringing a message to the boys who are preparing to fight for the
United States which is thrilling in every line, fie knows through actual experience just what
they may expect when they face the Boche. He has been through it all, and he is telling it in
its every-day details in a way that no other writer has been able to do. Read his next story.
It will be printed in The Times-Dispatch on Saturday, December 29.

Throat of American Soldier Cut
After He Is Captured by Germans

! Bv Asyo'-iatrd Prrs.« 1
n ITU TH ft A MIC It II'.*A \ A It M V IX

rilA.M K, iJrremlier .(irrtnan
ntroeitiea ncalnxl Amrrlran aoldlern
nrr odiclall.T rrporlril. An American
urnlrjr hnn lirrn found Tilth h I n

throat rut, nnd, it In oflielnlly de¬
clared. "hf niunt hate been is killed
nftrr capture.**

Informnt l«n concerning (ifrmin

..KBErrT ban reached the troop* In

one of n acrfr* of bulletins rend to

tliem by the unit nimraindrn and

punted on the bulletin board*. Here
in uhat they Iienrd:

.'After a raid by (he (.erniann on

trrii<-hea held by Anterlrao trnO|»,
¦ lone ncntry of the .. infantry

found »lth hin throat cut from
ear to ear. lie had been aurprlaed
by nn nvero helming furor of t.er»
mann and muni have been Killed no
after eapture.
"Such brutality in familiar to old

aoldlern nlio nerved ORainat .nnvagen
In the Philippine rnrnpalRn."

Another bulletin tell* the men
hon the lirrnonj in occupied arc-
tloa.n of I-'rance nnd Ilelsluni are

turning nomen aud children out of
their Immea into the annna. the
building* being then Riven over fo
aoldlern, horne.n nnd material.

RESUME INVESTIGATIONS
OF WAR PROBLEMS TO-DflY
Congressional Committees to Take
I'p Tasks Before Congress Kecon-
venes.Much Important Work.

ui:gix i shortage probi:

Shipping Hoard OAlcials Also to Be
Investigated . Newlands's Heath
I'nscttles Railroad Inquiry.Con¬
ferences With Wilson To-Morrow.

t By Associated Pre:-? ]
WASHINGTON", December 1'."...Con-

gressional Investigations of war oper¬
ations and problems will resume full
swine to-morrow, after a short Christ¬
mas recess, although Congress itself
does not reconvene until January U.

In the war inquiry of the Senate Mil¬
itary Committee. Major-General Sharpe,
a narterm aster-general, to-morrow will
resume his testimony regarding cloth-
ins: and oth»r army supplies, health.
sanitation, tran. portation and canton¬
ment questions. Three cantonment
commanders who recently returned
from abroad may follow Genera!
Sharpe. whose further examination is
expected to consume most of this
week. Secretary Baker, who made a

definite statement of military policy.
is not expected to appear bofor«e the
committee for some time,

Investigation of the fuel shortage
will be begun to-morrow by the Sen-
ate Manufactures Committee, postpon-
ing until Friday its further inquiry into
the sugar shortage. Fuel Administra¬
tor Garfield will be the first witness
to-morrow, and Food Administrator
Hoover is promised an opportunity
^Friday to get in with his statement
regarding the sugar situation, which
lie vainly endeavored to place before
the committee last week, and which
was made public to-night at the White
I !ou:-.e.
Members of the Shipping Board and

cflicers of the l-mergency Fleet Cor¬
poration will be. further examined to¬
morrow afternoon in the shipbuilding
Inquiry of tho Senate Commerce Com¬
mittee. which hopen to complete its
work before Congres.- reassembles.

l'lans for the railroad inquiry of the
Senate Interstate Commerce Committee
sire unsettled, owing to the sudden
death of Chairman Newlands, and!
President Wilson's new conference
Thursday with railroad manager;; and
brotherhood chiefs. The committee's;
meiting planned for to-morrow is to
be postponed, out of respect to Senatorj
Newlands, and hearings probably will
not be held until after the President
delivers an address on railroad prob-
; r.ss after the return of Congress.
OKPlClins FROM I'l'llOPE

Wll.l. lilVl-: TBSTIMOXY
WASHINGTON. December C.'»..The

side of the quartermaster's department
regarding supplies sent to Franco has
been heard in part by the Senate Com¬
mittee on Military Affairs. It is prob¬
able to-morrow the. committee will
hear the other side.the testimony of
high officers just back from the Kuro-
pean battle front. Major-General Kd-
ward St. John Grehle, of Camp Bowie.
Texas; Major-General William M.
Wright.' of Camp I'oniphan, <>Ula., and,
Major-General John F. O'llyan, of
Camp Wadsworth. K. C., are expected
to testify as to just what General
Pershing has and just what he has not.
t innirrrKK takim; mi

SIDIvS IX IXQl.'IRY
"We will give both sirles ail the op¬

portunity necessary," said Senator
<'hamberlain. ciiairman of the com¬
mittee. to-night. "We are not taking
side:; in this inquiry." The Senator
*aid that there was a possibility that
Quartermaster Henry G. Sharpe would
be examined further to-morrow In caso
the inajor-g»neraIs were not heard.
Arrangements are being made to hear

Herbert Smyth, a New York attorney,
who represented Captain Hans Tails-
ehep. formerly the American agent of

(ConTinned on Third Page.)

NEWUHS'S SUCCESSOR
CAUSES SPECULATION

IIi> Death Leaves Vacancy in Chair¬
manship of Interstate Com¬

merce Committee. -

I'-- l>. SMITH RANKING MEMRKR

South Carolinian in Touch With
Kailroad Situation, but Has Not
Made It (..'lose Study.Poiuercne
May Take. Charge of Work.

WASHINGTON", December 1Z..The
sudden death of Senator P'rancia G.
Newlands on Monday night already ha?
stimulated speculation as to who will
be hi.-! successor as chairman of t 10

Senate Interstate Commerce Committee.
Senator K. D. Smith, of South Carolina,
is the ranking Democratic member of
the committee. But Senator Smith also
is chairman of the important Immigra¬
tion Committee, and la a most prom¬
inent member of the Agricultural Com¬
mittee. He belongs to six other com¬

mittees.
The South Carolinian has devoted

most of his time to subjects bearing
upon agriculture, and while ho is en¬

tirely ill touch with the railroad situa¬
tion. he has not made the deep study
of the problem that has Senator Atlee
Pomerene, of Ohio, who ranks next
to Mr. Smith.

It is rumored to-night that while
Senator Smith may be made the titular
head of the Interstate Commerce Com¬
mittee, he will agree to allow Senator
Pomerene to take charge of the work.
I.VTENSKI.V ISTEBliSTKD

IV RAII.WAY LEGISLATION
Mr. Pomerene always has been in¬

tensely interested in railroad legisla¬
tion. Me is a member of the joint con¬
gressional or "Newlands" committee
now investigating American railroads,
and also was very prominent in the
legislation enacted for the brother¬
hood;? in the historic "near strike" of
August. 1316.

It is expected that the Interstate Com¬
merce Committee will hold a meet¬
ing immediately to reorganize. This
is considered necessary, because, upon
motion of Senator Cummins, of Iowa,
the committee already has started con¬
sideration of the recommendations
made by the Interstate Commerce Com¬
mission upon unit control of the rail¬
ways. Also the committee wishes to be
prepared to take up any railroad legis¬
lation to bo recommended by the
President after his conference here on

Thursday with the railways' executives
and the brotherhoods' representatives.

Resides the question of who will con¬
duct the destiny of the Senate commit¬
tee. two other questions arc immediate¬
ly suggested by tho death of Senator
Newlands.

The. (lrst is, who will assist President
Wilson with railroad legislation in
place of the Nevada Senator. Up to
this time Mr. Newlands. Judge W. C.
Adamson. chairman of the House Com¬
mittee on Interstato Commerce, and
Judge W. L. Chambers, of the Board
of Mediation .'.nd Conciliation, have
acted tor the President in the way of
obtaining necessary information.
.11 UI.K <11A M ItKItS OM.V

o.m: or tiiio who iii:mai.\s
Now Senator Newlands is dead and

Judge Adamson has become collector
of internal revenue at New York. Judge
' 'hatnbers is the only one of tho trio
lett. and lie has no clos^ association
with Congress. It in supposed Senator
Pomerene will take the place of Mr.
Newlands in this semioflicial capacity,
although tho names of Senator Kobm-
suii. of Arkansas; Saulsbury, of Dela¬
ware; Lewis, of Illinois, and Under¬
wood. of Alabama, are »h;o suggested.
The second question is. who will till

the Democratic vacancy upon the com-
initteeV This position will be one of
sreat importance, now that tho rail-
road question lr> looming so largo in
American life and law.
No arrangements have yet been made

for the funeral of Senator Newlands.
The details will not be arranged until
to-inortow. when his daughters arrive
in the city. It is probable, however,
that his body n ill lie placed in Oak
I Mil Cemetery and later removed to
Nevada.
President Wilson, when told last

night of the {Senator's death, was pro¬
foundly shocked. The President will
attend the funeral.

In ordor to make final arrangements*
for tho funeral, the family of Senator
Newlands was endeavoring to-night to
find his daughter. Mrs. Kdith N. John¬
son, who is believed to be near Santa
Barbara, Pal. It is thought now that
tho funeral services will be held at
St. Albans Cathedral, Washington, on

Thursday December L'T.
The cause of Senator Newlands's

death was a clot of blood at. his heart.
Senator Phelan. of California, who was
with Senator Newlands six hours be-
fore death occurred, was much shockcd
when he heard the news.
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I ITALIANS RETAKE
LOST POSITIONS
IN RAGING BATTLE

/

Menace to Venice Believed
Removed, hut Another
Thrust Is Expected.

UNUSUALLY MILD WEATHER
GREAT AID TO INVADERS

Facilitates Shifting of Troops to
Franzela Valley, Mountain¬

ous Region in North.
I

ALLIES TAKE THE INITIATIVE

Prepare for Untoward Event, and
Airplane Bombs Seriously

Dtimage Mannheim.

(By Associated Pres«lIn Italy the battle is still rasing on
the Piave front. The Italians announce
that they have recaptured the positions
they had lost the previous day on th«
Asiago plateau. Berlin report:*, how¬
ever. tend to minimize the setback
ar.d lay stress on the repulse of Ital¬
ian counterattacks against i'nc positions
newly won by the German:* and a
thrust at Monte Pcrtica. The Germans
report the capture of 0,000 Italians In
engagements around Col del Rosso.
True to their tactics, the Austro-

German forces will probably direct an-
other and greater thrust at a different
point, as would appear from the shift¬
ing of large forces to the Franzela
Valley and the mountainous region to
the north. The menace to Venice seems,
however, to have been removed for the
time being.
The Associated Press correspondent at

Italian headquarters in Northern Italy
reports most unusual weather condl-
tions iri this war theater, with little
snow and exceedingly mild tempera¬
tures.conditions which are greatly
aiding the Austro-German troops in
their operations, the shifting of troops
'and the forwarding of supplies.

The Bolshevik commander-in-chief.
Ensign Krylenko, reports the transfer
of large numbers of German troops to
the western front and the southwestern
Russian front.
Civil. WAR IV ntSSIA

SEEMS TO HE SPREADING
Civil war in Russia seems to bo

spreading. The negotiations between
the Bolsheviki and the central powers
apparently are not proceeding smootb-
ly. Time gained by the Germans in the
negotiations would mean so much more
time for the shifting of troops, now
being carried out with the greatest
speed possible.
The Germans have refused to some

of their Socialist leaders permission to
so to Stockholm on another interso-
oialistic discussion. The Botshcvikl
are reported to be incensed over this
decision, and in tho opinion of Bol¬
shevik leaders, the German official
delegation should go lo Stockholm in¬
stead.
A Bolshevik manifesto to the. Rus¬

sian workmen declares that the prep¬
aration of military equipment fnust be
stopped, and that their energies must
be devoted to the production of pcac*
supplies.

Increased cannonading in the region of
Verdun, especially around Douaumont.
the Chaumo wood and the Caurieres
woods, which a year ago were the
theaters of some of the fiercest en¬
counters in tho war, indicates appa-
rently the intention of the Germans to
keep the French forces in this sector
well occupied, or might even mean a
renewed effort to break through at
this vital point.
The allies, however, are evidently

making ready for an untoward event,
and have taken the initiative in other
directions. A British air squadron lias
successfully bombed the city of Mann¬
heim, the. great Rhine commercial cen¬
ter and one of the most important bases
for the revlctualing of the Germans
on the western front. Numerous tires
were started in this city, a ton of
bombs being dropped. The British
squadron had numerous combats with
German airplanes in tbis expedition,
and one of the British machinc3 wa»
forced to make a landing.

ITAI.V GIVES "COME-BACK**
CHRISTMAS GIFT TO AI.L1K5

I .ON DUN, December 25..Italy's
Christmas gift to the? allied cause was

a brilliant "come-back" on the western
edge of the Asiago plateau. General
I Max's northern army smashed the
Teutons along the whold front on
which the latter had advanced peril¬
ously close to the head of tho Fran¬
zela Valley, which separates them
from the plain in that sector. The
greater part of the positions lost two
day« ago arc back in their possession,
and their countcroffensivo is still lo
full swing. So irresistible, were, their
countercharges that tho Teutons were
foreed to abandon many of tho bat¬
teries and machine guns, the capture
<«f whi«'h in the previous days' light¬
ing I lie Berlin ami Vienna War Ofticcs
were jii*t recording.

1: wii.i a red «'hri.-tmas 10ve on the
Asiago. Dia/.'s count crofTensive had
begun .1 u>t before dawn. All day long
the battle raged, and th»r departing sun
saw rivers of blood flowing down the.
.snow-capped mountain crest3. Rome's
oilici.il report lays emphasis upon the
stubbornness of the Austro-German
defense and lh-> terrilic concentration
ot shell tiro by both slde«.

i.uie particularly impetuous storming
attack carried the Latins back to th<»
summit of Monte Val Bella, on which
the Teutons hud established themselves
two days ago. For some time a battle
royal raged on this bitterly contested
crest, the Italians finally drawing back


